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H anto Restaurant , an Organic, Chinese & Japanese restaurant recently opened at 380  Union 

Street in Ashland (the former location of Ichiban Steakhouse.)  The restaurant is supporting    

various groups in the community by donating a percentage of each dayõs proceeds to a specific group.   

The Ashland Garden Club is pleased to have been chosen for support on September 26, 2014.  A group of 

AGC members are planning to have dinner together on that day and we encourage others to try out this 

newest restaurant in Ashland. Weõve heard that the food is delicious!  

Many worthy groups will benefit from your patronage.  

Visit Us on Ashland Day - Saturday, September 20, 2014  

P lease look for us under a large white tent at Ashland Day on September 20th. We will  be there 

from 9:00am -3:30pm and will have lots of great information about our club and our club activities, 

plus photos of the many spots around town that our club maintains. Ashland Day is 

held at Stone Park on Summer Street and has food, childrenõs activities, crafts and 

local community groups like ours.  

If you are interested in becoming a member, we would love to talk to you about it.    

No special ògreen thumbsó are necessary and all are welcome.  We hope to see you 

there!  

Ashland Garden Club Benefits From Local Restaurant  

Trip to Tower Hill Botanic Garden  

T he Ashland Garden Clubõs group membership to Tower Hill provides free admission for     members, discounts in the gift shop and other special privileges throughout the year.  

One of our benefits includes a free private tour or presentation. This year Club members chose a 

special slide presentation titled òBeautiful, Underused Garden Plants for the Discerning Gardener!ó 

We will be carpooling to Tower Hill on Sunday, October 5th and plan to have lunch in Twigs Café 

and maybe tour some of the gardens, too.  

Become a member of the Ashland Garden Club and you, too, can enjoy these benefits!  

Next Garden Club Meeting Dates:   Saturday, October 11, 2014 & Saturday, November 8, 2014        

Ashland Public Library Meeting Room - 10:00am       Please Join Us!  
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Suzanne Mahlerõs Garden Toured 

AGC at the Ashland Farmerõs Market 

T he fabulous Ashland Farmerõs Market will continue every Saturday from 9am -

1pm through October 11th. Each week the 

Market has a fun òthemeó with music and en-

tertainment for the entire family. Youõll find the freshest produce, baked goods, meats, fish, 

pasta, cheese, local artisan foods, hand -made crafts, etc. The Market is conveniently located at 

125 Front Street, across from the Library and next to the public parking lot.  

The Ashland Garden Club was represented at the Farmerõs Market community booth on   Satur-

day, August 16th.   Thank you to those who stopped by to say, òhelloó to our members and to find 

out more about our clubõs activities. 

I  n July club members only were       

invited to the home of member Lois 

Bennett for a hypertufa workshop and 

pot luck dinner.  

We learned how to mix the hypertufa 

òrecipeó and form the pots into whatever 

shapes we liked - round, square, oval or 

rectangular. After they 

cured for a couple of 

weeks the tufa pots could 

be planted with an        

assortment of interesting 

succulents, dwarf hostas, 

or other plants. So much fun!  

After the workshop a few members took 

a dip in the pool and then we had a brief 

garden club meeting.  Following that we 

enjoyed a fabulous pot luck dinner.   

Hypertufa Pot Workshop  

S everal lucky Ashland Garden Club members toured Suzanne Mahlerõs beautiful private garden in July. Suzanne has a stunning display of daylilies and many other unusual and interesting 

plants in her extensive garden, which she maintains solely by herself. After the gar-

den tour we stopped for lunch at a cute local restaurant and then Suzanne took us to 

an unusual garden center that specializes in hostas. None of us could resist buying 

pots of plants and we drove home with a carful!  It was a very enjoyable day!  

òDirt On Your Hands, Soil In The Gardenó  

M any Ashland Garden Club mem-

bers and local gardeners from sev-

eral towns attended our special program 

at the Library on Saturday, September 

13th.   

Well known horticulturalist Betty Sanders gave a 

wonderful and very informative talk and slide presen-

tation with handouts.  We learned all about Soil and 

the benefits of using compost and natural products in 

the garden.  

Betty kindly stayed after the program to answer many 

questions posed by enthusiastic participants.  
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Special Workshop Coming This Winter  

W atch for details coming later this winter about a     

special presentation we are planning for February on    

Orchids. Learn about and how to care for these lovely plants.  

It will be a wonderful opportunity to take a break from the 

winter blahs and feast our eyes on something beautiful and 

exotic. 

Love Orchids?  
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Summer Spotlight  

T hree flower containers can be seen on the traffic island at the Rte 135 and 

Fountain Street intersection.  The photo at right is one example, maintained 

by garden club member Bruna Zoravic.  There are also three similar planters on 

the traffic island near the intersection of Rte 135 and Cherry Street.  

On the two Rte 135 traffic islands, members planted an assortment of colorful   

annuals with white Mandevilla growing up a tripod trellis in the center.  The 

happy result is a lush looking container that is sure to catch the eye of passersby.  

If you see members watering and pruning the containers, please say, òhello.ó   

Deer Proofing Your Garden  

A fter all the effort, expense and time spent making everything look beautiful in the garden, the last thing any  
gardener needs are deer coming and eating the fruits of our labor!  There are several ways to deter deer 

from the garden. 
 

Many garden centers offer various sprays to deter deer. Organic sprays are preferred.  The deer don't like the 
taste or smell.  One disadvantage to spray is that it usually needs to be reapplied after rain.  Some only last a few 
days requiring another application.  Applying bone meal or human hair can also act as a deterrent.  

 

Bottled coyote urine as well has human urine will deter deer.  It will need to be reapplied about once a week 
around the plants to continue to be effective. 

 

Another way to deter deer is to install fencing.  Deer can jump fences that are quite tall so a fence needs to be at 
least 8 feet high.  Be sure and select a fence that completely hides and encloses the garden from possible invad-
ers.  A fence could be made up of prickly/spiny plants, such as a climbing rose or Hawthorn, surrounding the area 
that needs protecting. 

 

Some gardeners swear by Irish Spring!  Simply hang Irish Spring soap on a string around the garden.  It may not 
look beautiful but it will keep the deer away.  Another bonus is that if it rains, you won't need to reapply the soap, 
just replace it once it is dissolved by rain. 

 

Certain herbs planted along side garden plants will help keep the deer away.  These include: Chives, Eucalyptus, 
Garlic, Mint, Parsley, Rosemary, Thyme and Wintergreen. 

 

The following plants prove to be fairly deer resistant: 
 

ANNUALS:  Alyssum, Begonias, Calendula, Celosia, Cleome,  Dianthus, Geraniums, Lantana, Poppy and Snapdrag-
ons. 
PERENNIALS:  Ageratum, Amsonia,  Anemone, Astilbe, Daffodils, Dicentra, Foxgloves (technically a Bi-annual), Or-
namental Grasses, Iris, Honeysuckle, Monkshood, Nepeta, Peonies, Rock Rose, Soapwort, Stachys, and Solomon's 
Seal. 
SHRUBS and TREES:  American Holly, Daphne, Ginkgo, Junipers, Kolkwitzia, Spirea, Spruce, Viburnum, Vitex, Wis-
teria. 
Trying several of these deterrents and changing your strategy from time to time should help keep the deer away! 
 

Libby Moore is a Master Gardener with the Massachusetts Master   Gardener Association, Inc. and a member of 
the Ashland Garden Club.  She can be reached at LibbyMoor@aol.com.    

Rte 135 Planter  
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